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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON LJILJANNA RAVLICH (East Metropolitan - Minister for Local Government) [9.58 pm]:  I move - 

That the house do now adjourn. 

Companion Card - Adjournment Debate 

HON SIMON O’BRIEN (South Metropolitan) [9.59 pm]:  The house should not adjourn until we have the 
opportunity to communicate to the government and request its assistance about a matter that should be trivial but 
that is impacting in a disproportionately adverse way on a very vulnerable section of our community.  The 
Carpenter government has blundered over the introduction of the Companion Card for public transport.  Some 
members on the government side of the house who take a keen interest in disability matters may be aware that I 
have criticised the way in which the government has brought in the Companion Card.  I have alleged that the 
government has missed the whole point of the exercise and in fact is making it more difficult, rather than easier, 
for some people.  
The idea of a Companion Card is so that people with disabilities can go about their activities, whether it be 
accessing public transport or places of entertainment, accompanied at no further expense to themselves by their 
companions, without whom they could not gain access to the public transport or the entertainment venue.  In that 
situation, the companions are those people’s mobility, eyes or method of communication, or all three.  I did not 
like the way that the Companion Card was introduced by the government in that a fee was required for a card to 
be issued.  There were also other elements that I think indicate that the government has missed the point.  That is 
something that the government does not agree with, but there is another example of how this concept has had 
unintended consequences, and it is this matter that I am appealing to the government about tonight.  I am asking 
whether it can please do something about this, and I note the kind attention of the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. 

Before the Companion Card idea was picked up by the government, other measures were in place in an ad hoc 
way to deal with the problems of access that I have just alluded to.  A very good example of one such measure 
was provided by Transperth, through the Public Transport Authority, which recognised that people with 
disabilities may sometimes need a companion to help them access public transport.  It gave out a card called a 
carers permit.  There might have been a nominal fee of $5 for it, but it was pretty freely available to people who 
genuinely needed it, upon a written application by a doctor or someone who could say that the person needed the 
attention of a carer for these medical reasons.  Transperth would give out these permits during the year as 
required.  That was a great gesture by Transperth.  If it had not done so, it would have been most regrettable, but, 
in acknowledging that it did do it, I commend it for it. 

Members will also note that education facilities called education support centres are attached to schools across 
the state.  Education support centres assist people with profound, serious disabilities, and, typically, that includes 
intellectual disabilities.  ESCs are schools within schools at which people can participate in education, despite 
their disability, but they need some extra care.  One of the things that an ESC student might have to learn is how 
to use public transport.  It is a vital part of an ESC student’s life skills program.  In past years, ESCs have 
applied quite routinely to Transperth at the start of term 1 for carers permits.  Transperth would ask the centres 
how many permits they needed, and it would provide the appropriate number so that the ESC staff could 
accompany their students while catching the bus or on some other excursion.  Permits were not provided so that 
the teachers or the education support staff could make use of the transport cheaply.  It was part of their job, as 
they provided the mobility that these education support centre students otherwise would not have had. 

Some high-level decision has been made by someone, perhaps in the PTA - I am not sure exactly where, and I 
know that the parliamentary secretary would care about this issue and would want to take it on board - that no 
more carers permits will be issued by Transperth because the Companion Card is available.  If people with 
disabilities have a Companion Card, they are right; if they do not have one, they are not.  That has led to all sorts 
of troubles, because people with disabilities do not understand the Companion Card system versus the previous 
carers permit system.  To give an example, not every ESC student who still requires supervision to learn how to 
catch a bus would qualify for a Companion Card.  If they did qualify, they would have to bear the cost of buying 
the card and so on.  As I said, not all the students would qualify.  Some might qualify and they might have 
Companion Cards.  The rest of the people in the ESC do not.  What are carers meant to do when they take people 
on excursions or teach them how to catch the train?  This is very upsetting because the carers permits were 
issued to the teachers or the supervisors, not to the individual students.  If a student needs a Companion Card, he 
may not be entitled to it and halfway through the year, he may have to move to another town.  The problems are 
too many.  It means that everyone misses out.   
I am getting reports from ESCs all over the place about this problem.  As I said in my opening remarks, it is 
apparently a trivial problem but it is also the sort of thing that really affects people adversely.  It is almost cruel 
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simply because a lack of understanding has resulted in this situation.  I call on the government to direct 
Transperth to reinstate its carers permit scheme immediately so that its drivers can let these carers get on the bus 
with these kids - it is pretty obvious who they are when they get on the bus - without resorting to bureaucracy 
and the hurdles that defeat the whole purpose of the program, whether it be a carers permit or a Companion 
Card.  It defeats the whole purpose of both programs and it does not do anybody any good.   

Hon Adele Farina:  The honourable member will understand that I’m not in a position to direct the PTA, but I 
will certainly bring this matter to the minister’s attention and ask for her urgent consideration of the matter.   

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  I thank the parliamentary secretary for that.  I am not asking her to do the impossible.  
I am calling on the government to do something.  I am sure that the senior management of the PTA would see 
the merit in it as well.  I thank the house and look forward to seeing what happens.   

Mine Rescue - Adjournment Debate 

HON VINCENT CATANIA (Mining and Pastoral) [10.07 pm]:  On Saturday, 24 March, I had the honour of 
representing the Premier at the launch of a special limited edition reprint of Tom Austen’s book The Entombed 
Miner.  It commemorated the 100th anniversary of the Varischetti mine rescue at Bonnievale.  This event 
captured the attention of the world at the time and demonstrated the dedication, commitment, tenacity and 
endurance of those involved in this mine rescue.  It was regarded as the greatest mine rescue of the twentieth 
century.  Modesto Varischetti was trapped underground for nine days, surrounded by water and in complete 
darkness.  The rescue was coordinated by Inspector Josiah Crabb, the government mines inspector at Kalgoorlie.  
When it was decided that the only way to get the miner out was to use divers, it was realised that the nearest air 
hose long enough to reach Modesto was in Fremantle, 560 kilometres away.  At the time the state government 
ordered a special train called The Rescue Special to fast-track the delivery, cutting almost two hours off the 
normal 12-hour run to Coolgardie, setting a state record on a narrow gauge line for the distance at the same time.  
Fast horses rushed the equipment to the mine, where the divers used it to take down supplies while water was 
being baled out.  Varischetti, with the support of divers, staggered to the surface on 28 March after an amazing 
206 hours trapped underground.  Things have certainly changed since the early twentieth century when the 
Varischetti rescue took place.  With limited technology but sheer determination, innovation and the efforts of 
many, a life was saved.  In the proud tradition of mine rescue, they did not leave their mate behind. 

One hundred years ago mining was a very labour-intensive industry.  Back then tin, coal, copper, gold, ironstone, 
lead, mica and silver were the minerals being mined.  Today mining is large scale and some is done by remote-
controlled machines.  The minerals that are mined today are much the same as they were in the 1900s; however, 
mining them is on a much bigger scale.   

To give members an idea of how far Western Australia has progressed since the 1900s, the value of mineral 
production in Western Australia 100 years ago was ₤6.18 million and in the 2005-06 financial year it was more 
than $43.2 billion.  To further illustrate how this state has progressed in the mining industry, today mine safety 
measures are significantly different from those of 100 years ago.  In 1900, there were 49 mine deaths in Western 
Australia.  Last year there were three fatalities.  Of course, our aim is for zero fatalities.  The Department of 
Mines’ annual reports in the 1900s made very few references to mine safety issues.  One report stated that more 
care was needed on the part of management in the periodic testing of all safety appliances and, above all, more 
care was needed on the part of the miners.   

One hundred years on, Western Australia boasts one of the most progressive and sophisticated mining industries 
in the world.  Member will be aware that Western Australia is currently experiencing an unprecedented mining 
boom and that creates many challenges, including the importance of safety in an industry that employs more than 
55 000 people at more than 200 mine sites, some of which are among the largest and most complex in the world.  
The importance of safety is paramount.  Therefore, we must continue to unravel the underlying threats and focus 
on critical incidents to help prevent their reoccurrence and assist in the identification of possible new hazards.  In 
the twenty-first century we are better equipped than before to learn from past experiences.   

Today, we have a dedicated safety regulator for the mining industry in Resources Safety, a division of the 
Department of Consumer and Employment Protection, and new technologies to improve safety.  This highlights 
the massive change in mining techniques that has occurred throughout the world in the past 100 years.   

On the same weekend in Coolgardie the Resources Safety display highlighted the then inspectorate’s role in the 
1907 Bonnievale rescue and showcased modern mine emergency response competitions.  By celebrating the 
rescue of Varischetti 100 years ago, homage was also paid to mine rescuers all over the world.  It was through 
the combined efforts of many people that this rescue succeeded.  Without the assistance of all the players at the 
time, the rescue would not have been possible.  Who knows, the Varischetti rescue could make a great movie.  I 
acknowledge the Shire of Coolgardie for being innovative in seeking funds from the federal government, as well 
as using its own funds to tell Varischetti’s story.  The weekend celebrations at Coolgardie highlighted what 
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teamwork can do to promote such an important rescue.  The Carpenter government also assisted in the 
celebrations by sponsoring the upgrading and protection of the magnificent heritage buildings in Coolgardie.  Its 
contribution included funding of almost $300 000 from the regional infrastructure funding program for the 
Coolgardie townscape.  The town site is looking marvellous at the moment.  I thank the Shire of Coolgardie, 
particularly the president, David Bergmeier; the chief executive officer, Mal Osborne; and curator of the shire, 
Tex Moore, who managed the Varischetti project.  Also in attendance was the Mayor of Gorno, the town from 
which Varischetti came.  The mayor spent the weekend in Coolgardie celebrating the amazing mine rescue, the 
heritage and what Italian miners contributed to this state and the goldfields in their quest to feed their families in 
Italy.  In some cases their contribution to this state cost them their lives.  It was great to see about 100 people 
from Perth of Italian descent visit Coolgardie to celebrate the Varischetti rescue.  It was also great to see so many 
friends and my family present at this celebration.  
I acknowledge the Chamber of Minerals and Energy for the contribution it made over the weekend to the 2007 
Surface Mine Emergency Response Competition held over those two days.  These events are very important to 
maintain skills.  Probably the best response teams in the world work at the mine sites in the goldfields.  I thank 
all the competitors.  I particularly thank Matthew Payne of the Chamber of Minerals and Energy for putting in a 
lot of effort and time and for really making a difference in such an important industry.  We all know about the 
tragedies that can unfold at these workplaces and it is a great thing to see the Chamber of Minerals and Industry 
doing a lot to promote safety in the industry. 

Baby Sturt’s Death - Coroner’s Findings - Adjournment Debate 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [10.15 pm]:  On Friday the State Coroner found that the 
Department for Community Development had been seriously deficient once again in failing to prevent the death 
of a severely neglected Aboriginal baby girl.  He said that he was alarmed at the department’s reluctance to 
intervene to save Aboriginal children at risk.  I would go a lot further than that and say that this department is 
reluctant to intervene in many cases of neglected children.  When I sat down and studied all the child death 
reviews, which showed the same patterns and trends emerging over and again, I came to the conclusion that this 
department had no stand-alone policy on neglect.  Unfortunately, I have been proved right once again.  When I 
asked a question without notice today in the house about whether the government had a stand-alone policy on 
neglect, the answer was that it was in the process of developing a stand-alone policy on neglect.  Why is it that 
every time I ask a question, the government is developing a policy?  A booklet was tabled today by the 
government and the description on neglect at page 8 runs to about a quarter of a page.  That is absolutely not 
good enough.  The New South Wales risk frame assessment on neglect is absolutely huge.  I am sorry about 
dropping this policy on the floor, but I could be furious about this because babies are dying. 
Delivering his findings on the inquest into the girl’s death, Alistair Hope said that the girl might still be alive if 
DCD had acted on abundant information that her safety was being put at risk by alcoholic parents.  DCD knows 
that all these neglected kids have a history of family violence, alcohol abuse by parents and other risk factors, but 
it is still not doing anything.  Baby Sturt died of pneumonia on a filthy mattress between her drunken parents at 
Kununurra.  She was five months old.  She had nappy rash so severe it was ulcerated and her brown skin had 
turned white between her groin and halfway up her back.  She was also riddled with scabies, severely dehydrated 
and pigments of skin had faded to white on her forehead, nose, neck and left cheek, the result of dirt and sweat 
not being cleaned from her skin over an extended period. 
Good God!  You could hear a pin drop in this chamber when I said that, Mr Deputy President (Hon George 
Cash), because it is horrific and it should not have happened.  That was in 2005, and the department still does not 
have a policy on neglect.  Shame on this government!  Mr Hope said that it was one of the saddest cases to come 
before the Coroner’s Court.  The inquest revealed that by 2005 DCD had recorded 18 reports of the mum being 
an alcoholic who neglected her children.  Despite the history, DCD refused to intervene when three of baby 
Sturt’s aunts and uncles begged DCD staff to place her in care.  This is the best bit: the coroner criticised DCD 
staff for not cooperating with the police investigating baby Sturt’s death and said that it was wholly inadequate 
that DCD staff had allocated baby Sturt’s case to an unpaid work experience student and had failed to contact 
baby Sturt or the mum at all after 6 May.   
Two hundred and fifty babies have died in this state.  Not all those deaths have been from neglect; there have 
been accidents.  I could name four babies straight off.  There are another four deaths coming before the coroner.  
I cannot confirm it but I believe that the government just might be doing the right thing.  It is unprecedented in 
Kununurra that 28 Aboriginal children will be removed from their parents because of neglect.  I cannot confirm 
that; I have just heard it.  However, neglect is extremely serious and this government is not taking it particularly 
seriously.  The coroner’s report highlights the need for the Department for Community Development to have a 
policy manual on neglect for front-line workers.  To be fair, there are some documents that identify neglect for 
professional workers.  I am pleased to see that; it came about in May 2005.  As such, it has been updated. 
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Incidence of neglect is increasing in Western Australia and other states at a higher level than is other forms of 
abuse.  The Ford report highlighted neglect in Western Australia.  In New South Wales they said that they know 
that child neglect is more serious than other forms of child maltreatment in terms of both the numbers of children 
who are at risk or harm and the severity of the harm incurred, including loss of life.  It has been proposed that 
neglect may be the core issue underlying all child maltreatment and it has been found that most cases before the 
child protection services contained an element of neglect.  There is now an urgency to develop better ways of 
identifying neglect and determining when and how to act in the best interests of children, particularly when 
neglect is a chronic or underlying feature of cases involving both neglect and abuse.  As I said, New South 
Wales has a policy that came from the New South Wales Centre for Parenting and Research in 2004.  The policy 
is based on national and international research. 
I get so sick of coming into this chamber and asking whether the department has worked on an issue and being 
told that it is either under review or that the department is looking at developing a new policy on child neglect.  
There is an existing policy position of the department on safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of children.  
As I said, it has only two pages on neglect.  That is very negligent of this government.  Why does it take me to 
come in here and ask where is the policy on neglect?  Someone should go back to the head office of the 
department, where, presumably, people are being paid a lot of money - I think there are 16 top executives - and 
get these policies out.  The policies should be in circulation and they should be used.  I have just glimpsed at the 
risk assessment framework and I must say that it is not the best I have seen.  In fact, it is not good enough.  I 
hope that somebody from the head office of the Department for Community Development hears me and does 
something about this.  Why should it be me who comes in here and says that when it is the bleeding obvious?  A 
person has only to look at the Child Death Review Committee reports.  The same trends have continued to 
emerge over the past five years.  I am not talking about a low percentage; 78 per cent of the kids came from a 
background of family violence and 60 per cent from a background of drug abuse.  The figures could be wrong - 
they are off the top of my head - but they are very high.  There are problems with alcohol and parents who do not 
know how to parent; they have parenting issues.  There are five critical factors, and the government knows about 
those factors.   

Two days ago, I released a policy initiative that the Child Death Review Committee should review all child 
deaths and not just deaths that meet the criterion that the child has been the subject of a child maltreatment or 
child concern report within the 24 months before his or her death.  That is negligent.  The government must start 
reviewing the deaths of all children who are known to the department and of all children whose families are 
known to the department, because it is only when those cases are looked at and the trends and patterns are 
examined that preventive protection policies can be put in place.  It has to be done.  However, it is a good 
initiative to move the responsibility to the Ombudsman’s office.  That came from the Ford review; I think it was 
recommendation 31.  It also stated that the Ombudsman would have the discretion of reviewing a child death 
whenever a child came into contact with three departments.  That is not good enough.  Children have died who 
should have come into contact with many departments, which could have avoided their death.  The pity of it is 
that there are histories involving these families within the department that go back 15 years.  Each worker who 
sees a report, reads it and does nothing about it, so the problem is allowed to grow.  The family of this little 
bubby, Sturt, was seen 18 times.  The case of another little bubby is arising, about which the department has had 
quite a lot of involvement.   

When I read the story about baby Sturt, I found it so horrific that it was a wonder I did not burst into tears 
because no little bubby deserves to die like that.   

English Teachers - Adjournment Debate 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan) [10.25 pm]:  I stand tonight on behalf of English teachers in 
Western Australia.  The situation for English teachers, particularly concerning assessment procedures, is so 
diabolical that it has almost descended into farce.  Unfortunately, it is not farce; it is very real.  The media 
release of 22 January from the Minister for Education and Training states - 

The Minister said he has listened to teacher and parent groups over the last four weeks and put a 
detailed plan to a special meeting of the Curriculum Council this morning, that has been accepted.   

He states further on - 

But we have to listen more carefully to teachers who have the experience and professional judgement to 
know what works in the classroom.   

It took two years for the government to acknowledge that the levels did not produce a fine-grained assessment, 
was not conducive to tertiary entrance and did not sufficiently discriminate, yet it took the government four 
weeks to work it out.  Over Christmas and New Year, the Minister for Education and Training worked out the 
problems and resolved them; whereas, everyone else had been telling the government for two years what the 
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problems were, but it had ignored them.  Having said that, English was not part of these changes and that is 
where the problems lie.  I do not know who the minister was listening to about the English course; he certainly 
was not listening to the advocacy groups; that is, the English Teachers Association and the English Teacher’s 
Forum.  For example, in a media release on 27 January under the heading “Gross Act of Betrayal”, the English 
Teachers Association stated - 

The English Teachers Association WA says “Enough is enough!”  The Curriculum Council has 
betrayed English teachers time and time again over the last two years.   

The latest announcements by the Minister and the Curriculum Council leave English teachers and their 
students in a totally untenable situation come next Wednesday when classes resume.   

‘It is completely unacceptable for English teachers to use an assessment system that the Minister and 
the Curriculum Council have publicly discredited,’ said the Executive of the ETA this afternoon.  

We urgently call upon the minister to resolve this matter in consultation with English teachers before 
students commence classes on Wednesday.  

We also call upon the minister to publicly apologise for the distress that has been caused to English 
teachers over the last two years.  

The incompetent implementation of the new course has demoralised and divided English teachers in 
this State.  

ETA has worked had to support its members in the face of what has been a badly managed process of 
implementation.  

Unless this debacle is resolved immediately, we foresee complete lack of public confidence in 
education in this state, an irreversible demoralisation of English teachers, and great risk to those 
students sitting their TEE this year.   

A follow-up media release of 4 February from the English Teachers Association states - 

English teachers call on Education Minister to clean up the mess!   

In the absence of any official communication from the Minister for Education and Training and the 
Curriculum Council in response to our 25th January press release, the English Teachers Association WA 
is compelled to make the following statement:   

ETAWA call on the Minister and the Curriculum Council, led by Professor Bill Louden, to clean up the 
mess they have created for English teachers.   

We have been contacted by many members who fear their marks will be challenged when they use an 
assessment method that the Minister has publicly discredited.   

As the situation currently stands, parents and students can have no confidence in the 2007 Tertiary 
Entrance process.  

I table another letter from the English Teacher’s Forum, and seek leave to table the document and have it 
incorporated into Hansard. 
Leave granted. 
[See paper 2541.] 

The following material was incorporated - 
Dear Mr McGowan 

The members of the English Teachers Forum wish to advise you that we have no confidence in the assessment process proposed Year 12 
English in 2007. 

. . .  

The English Teachers Forum cannot guarantee that students will be ranked in the correct order for university entrance this year.  This will 
mean that some students who should be offered a university place will miss out and some other students who would not normally qualify will 
take those places.  This is because: 

 1. There are three different assessment systems operating.  For consistency and comparability, there must be only one. 

 2. We have been asked to continue using an assessment method that has been publicly discredited.  In order to restore 
public confidence levelling must not be used to assess Year 12 English. 

 3. The results produced by levelling in year 11 in 2006 showed major problems in the comparability of results between 
schools.  The same method must not be used for Year 12 English. 
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 4. The proposed use of Grade Descriptors, (as yet unwritten) to be derived from levels, is yet another major assessment 
change which would cause confusion for Year 12 English teachers who have faced three assessment systems in three 
years.  We ask you to ensure that this proposal does not go ahead. 

We refer you to the attached document which outlines in more detail the unacceptable level of complexity and confusion in the assessment of 
Year 12 English which will lead to invalid results and an avalanche of student appeals. 

We urgently request that you instruct the Curriculum Council to reverse its recent decision to continue the use of levels in assessing Year 12 
English.  The Curriculum Council should mandate the use of numbers (out of 100) based on the E004 Grade Related Descriptors as the only 
method for determining student ranking for tertiary entrance at the end of 2007.  That will be the only way to restore public confidence in 
this subject this year. 

. . .  

Yours faithfully 

 

Walter Horeb Warren Daniel Susan Kenworthy 

 

On behalf of the English Teachers Forum 

Obviously, the minister was not listening to the very groups that represent the English teachers of Western 
Australia.  Those teachers were making some very pertinent points because, as I have said, the situation is 
diabolical. 
I will outline what the problems are, as identified through the English Teachers Association, the English 
Teachers’ Forum, my consultation with dozens of English teachers and my understanding of the processes.  
English teachers feel that they have been the guinea pigs of this system, particularly with regard to the 
assessment tools that have been used.  They were pawns of the experiment instituted in 2006.  Unfortunately for 
them, they are being forced to continue with the methodology that has been acknowledged by the government as 
being a complete failure.  That was identified also in the letter from the English Teachers Association.  They 
started last year with levels and ratings - 5.2, 5.5, 5.8, etc.  The first unit was 30 per cent and the second 70 per 
cent in weightings.  These were changed to equal weightings and replaced with first, middle and high - 5F, 5M, 
5H, etc.  The determination of F, M and H was the extent to which progress to the next level was made.  The 
look-up table was introduced, so that each of the grades - 5F, 5M, 5H, etc - was aligned to a number, with a 
maximum score of all four outcomes being 100.  Teachers assigned levels and bands and used the look-up table 
to assign a number and derive a mark out of 100. 

That was in June last year, after the announcement made by the former Minister for Education and Training.  In 
September 2006, another assessment paper was released, and three forms of assessment were described - direct, 
indirect and composite.  Both direct and indirect assessments used the look-up table, but the composite method 
enabled teachers to mark and rank papers to determine the cut-off levels and bands at the end and then go to the 
look-up table for the final mark.  At the start of this year, teachers were told that the three models for year 12 
were what was required, but that year 11 was marked out of 100, from which a grade was derived.  I might add 
that we are almost at the end of term 1 and teachers still do not know how grades will be determined.  They have 
been told that, for year 12, if they do not want to use one of the three methods from last year, they do not have 
to; they can use marks and grades.  However, at the end of the year a level and a band and a mark out of 100 
must be submitted.  English staff are getting very stressed as they are not sure how to assess year 11 as it appears 
to be up to them as to what to do.  The weightings of outcomes are no longer evenly weighted, so listening and 
speaking will not be worth 25 per cent; however, because it will not be assessed externally, it will be 
downgraded.  There is also a real worry that the three-plus systems of assessment will more than likely produce 
results that are not comparable across all schools.  This again was identified through the two advocacy groups for 
English teachers. 

All teachers want to do the right thing by their students, and English teachers are no different.  Teachers like to 
be told what to do and given clear assessment programs, clear criteria for how grades are determined and a clear 
statement about what is the best method to use.  If the direct and indirect methods are in fact not good, this 
should be clearly stated and teachers should not suffer from implications that it may not be the best path.  A 
result of the angst that currently exists is that the English teachers are now asking for a delay in the 
commencement of the literature course until they are sure that English is on track and to give them time to come 
up for air after the debacle they have had to endure over the past two years. 

On Tuesday, 20 March, I asked the minister whether English teachers could use the three systems of assessment.  
He confirmed that they could.  I asked -  

Given the concerns of the English Teachers’ Forum and the English Teachers Association of Western 
Australia in relation to the assessment procedure being used for their subject in year 12 in 2007, will the 
minister confirm that student results in English will be accurate; and, if not, why not? 
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The minister replied -  

All three assessment options provide a valid means for teachers to rank students in their class and 
school and to ensure that the relative separation of their assessment reflects difference in achievement.  
Whichever system is used, the familiar process of statistical moderation will ensure ultimate 
comparability of the assessments across the state.  Furthermore, the Curriculum Council will conduct 
the general achievement test in June.  All year 12s in new courses will sit the test.  Results from this 
will help guide schools in making final assessments. 

However, there are some concerns over the general achievement test.  I asked about this during budget estimates 
on 14 June last year - 

Is the minister aware that there are some question marks over the accuracy of the GAT? 

David Axworthy, the acting chief executive officer of the Curriculum Council, answered -  

Certainly.  The GAT was chosen because it was a ready-made instrument that had been used in Victoria 
for a particular purpose.  Part of the research project was to see how useful that could be in our context 
in Western Australia.  Before giving a commitment to introduce this test into our fully fledged 
assessment regime, we felt it was necessary to assess it.  

The current Minister for Education and Training does not seem to think there is a problem with it.  This situation 
should not have occurred.  The current situation is basically untenable.  I call on the minister to address this 
situation as a matter of urgency.  Frankly, English teachers across the state could revert to marking in 
percentages and grades, which would provide a more accurate and reliable assessment procedure for the 2007 
year 12 cohort.  Further, it would provide much relief for the state’s exhausted and disillusioned English 
teachers. 

Question put and passed.   

House adjourned at 10.35 pm 

__________ 

 
 


